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SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE 

Thursday, 11 November — Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Leader of the House) [12.15 pm]: I move — 

(1) That on Thursday, 11 November 2010 the Legislative Assembly will meet for business at 
1.00 pm, and grievances and private members’ statements will not be taken on that day. 

(2) That so much of standing orders are suspended accordingly. 

The reason for this motion is that this Thursday, 11 November 2010 is, of course, Remembrance Day. It is, I 
acknowledge, also a scheduled day for Parliament to sit. A number of members on both sides of the house have 
indicated to me that they would like to be able to attend local Remembrance Day services in their electorates. 
Following their inquiries, I agree that Parliament should start at 1.00 pm on Thursday, 11 November 2010, which 
will allow as many members as possible to attend services in their electorates or a service in the metropolitan 
area.  

Members should also be aware that Parliament is hosting a function in the Assembly chamber in the evening on 
11 November and I therefore indicate that the Legislative Assembly will not sit beyond 5.00 pm on that day to 
allow staff time to clear the chamber.  

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham) [12.16 pm]: I indicate the opposition’s support for the motion moved by 
the Leader of the House. It is reasonable to delay the sitting of Parliament on Remembrance Day and to 
commence sitting at 1.00 pm. I have just heard the Leader of the House say that sitting will cease at 5.00 pm on 
that day, and that is a welcome piece of news as well. The opposition has agreed to not make either grievances or 
90-second statements on that day; that is, two grievances and three 90-second statements the opposition will not 
make tomorrow. However, I think that is reasonable given the importance of Remembrance Day in the national 
calendar.  

I hope that all members will participate in Remembrance Day ceremonies, even those who cannot get to their 
electorate easily. Many country members will be unable to get to their electorates to participate in Remembrance 
Day services, but there will be Remembrance Day services held around the city. For instance, in my electorate of 
Rockingham, a very significant Remembrance Day service will be held. It is a major service, although it is not as 
big as the one in Kings Park.  

Remembrance Day commemorates the day the guns stopped firing on the Western Front in the First World War. 
The eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month in 1918. It was not the day the war finished. The 
formal peace treaty was signed in 1919 at a place called Versailles just outside Paris in a room called the Hall of 
Mirrors, which I have walked through; I have seen the location. However, the armistice was signed in a railway 
carriage in a forest outside Paris—which I have also visited—near a town called Compiègne. The armistice was 
signed by the British, French and American allies—who were all, I think, present for the occasion—and the 
German representative, a politician who was subsequently assassinated in the early 1920s by militarists, or neo-
fascists, who regarded what he did as an affront and held him responsible. The German generals did not want to 
sign the armistice because they knew how it would be perceived at home, particularly by the troops, the many 
soldiers, they led during the war.  

It was a very significant day for, I suppose, the entire world. For Australia, remembering that more than 60 000 
men died as a direct result of that conflict, it was one of the greatest tragedies in our nation’s history. At that 
time, Australia had a population of four million, and to have lost 60 000 young men—60 000 young men!—was 
a national event of incredible moment. It was incredibly important and tragic for households all over the country. 
If people go to the Returned and Services League hall in my electorate, they will find that the town of 
Rockingham, as it was at that time, comprised roughly 100 people, of whom five young men died. A bunch of 
others served, many of whom came back wounded. Of the 340 000 Australians who served overseas, out of a 
total of armed forces of over 400 000 at that point in time, 60 000 died. For those who were one of the 340 000 
personnel who went overseas, their chances of not surviving were high; their chances of being injured or 
wounded were very high. In fact, those killed or wounded comprised two-thirds of the total number of those who 
served overseas. It was a war that tore the social fabric of our country.  

Every year since then on 11 November, people in the allied countries commemorate Armistice Day. It is perhaps 
outdone in the public mind by Anzac Day in this country. In Britain people obviously do not commemorate 
Anzac Day to any great degree, but Armistice Day is a huge day. Of course, the people who were there and 
suffering at that time have now all gone; in fact, their children are now quite old. The most famous of the 
children of those who served was the former Prime Minister John Howard, whose father served on the Western 
Front. He regards the day as a very important day in the national calendar. Not only his father but also his 
grandfather fought on the Western Front in France—in different divisions, I might add. The direct memory is 
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gone, and one would have to say the indirect memory of the sons and daughters is now old, because many of 
them are passing. We are now at the third or fourth generation from those who served, but it is still a day worth 
commemorating; it is still a day when Australians should remember those people who made the sacrifice. We in 
this state are the beneficiaries of what they did. When I said that they had all gone, I made one mistake. Probably 
the last surviving veteran of the First World War is still alive and lives in Perth. He is an ancient man of 110 or 
111 years old and his name is Claude Choules. Although he is still alive, I do not think that in any of the other 
countries around the world anyone is recognised still as a veteran of that conflict. Western Australia therefore 
has a fairly important role because we have the last surviving veteran living here. 

I hope that everyone participates in events tomorrow and treats the day with the seriousness it deserves. 

MR J.N. HYDE (Perth) [12.23 pm]: I also support this motion and commend one of my local primary schools, 
Mount Hawthorn Primary School, which will be having a commemoration at 9.00 am. I think it is a wonderful 
example of what various schools are doing around the state on this very important day. 

Question put and passed. 
 


